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OUTH of San Francisco, the Contra Costa Hills and Mt. Hamilton 
® Range make the eastern setting of a landscape rising from the bay 
to the redwood-crested heights of the Sierra Morena Mountains. 
Over the foothills are groups of old oak trees, not unlike colossal beasts 
herdin& together, with here and there a sequoia standing sentinel. Cafions 
and dells offer cool and quiet retreats within these slopes, which are alto- 
gether the most beautiful in the vicinity of San Francisco, and enjoy a 
mild atmosphere, free from the high winds which prevail nearer the ocean. 
Only those especially favored by fortune, however, have heeded nature’s 
invitation and built homes in this El Dorado. 
Leaving San Francisco the train passes through a fog belt, which, in- 
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creasing in density, obscures the outlook and does not diminish until San 
Bruno is reached. Here, however, the mountains, rising to an elevation of 
2,000 feet, hold the fog banks and divert them into the foothill valleys. 
The sun holds full sway, and the moisture that chills the evening air of the 
city is almost absent south of San Bruno. Millbrae is all the name im- 
plies, and from now on the eye rests upon the richest rural scenery. 
Burlingame, west of the railroad line, lies partly in a shaded valley, 
partly among the foothills of the coast range, and preparations to make 
this spot an ideal place for homes reach almost thirty years back. 
Driveways and bridlepaths lead through the hills for miles. Residences 
have been built each upon a large tract, the landscape gardener’s art hav- 
ing done everything possible to keep up unity of plan, so that lines of 
division are not noticeable. The whole is a grand park. The houses, 
dropped here and there, are all in keeping with the forest-like scenery, 
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and the people living there 
are a community singularly 
fitted for their surroundings. 

A view toward the east from 
any eminence reveals an ex- 


- panse of water so grand, with 
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tints so beautiful, vessels of 
every kind outward and home- 
ward bound giving life to the 
scene, that a better sight can 
nowhere be found, and yacht- 
ing, of course, is a feature in- 
separable from such a marine 
picture. ‘The beach near Bur- 
lingame is extensive and much 
frequented by bathers. ‘The 
sportsman can find every va- 
riety of game, even deer in the 
higher ridges around Montara 
Peak. 

From a climatic and artistic 
point of view no better place 
for a home of the refined and 
cultured could be found, and 
here provision has also been 
made for the rising genera- 
tion, in that St. Matthew’s 
School, the oldest and most 
noted Church School west of 
the Rocky Mountains, is sit- 

uated just to the south of, and 
jutting upon, this locality. 
The founder, who is closely 
connected with everything 
progressive and of high stand- 
ard in this county, has carried 
out magnificently his high 
plan to provide the best in 
every way for the education 
of the young. 

The early history of this 
district must be read from the 
shell mounds along the banks 
of the creeks, where many in- 
teresting relics have been un- 
earthed, showing that here 
are the burial places of the 
original dweller. The Missions 
left their stamp of advance 
everywhere, and by a subse- 
quent Spanish grant all the 
territory between Burlingame 
and Palo Alto was set aside 
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as the San Mateo Rancho. In 
the part most suitable for the 
purposes of a pueblo, San 
Mateo sprung up, the nucleus 
being ‘‘ the old adobe house,’’ 
referred to in surveys and 
transfers, but long since 
crumbled away. 

The town of today is pro- 
gressive and interesting. It 
furnishes ample proof that 
everything is done to meet 
the tastes of the exclusive 
community. The sanitary 
arrangements are of the 
latest, and every inyention 
for the furthering of munic- 
ipal and home comforts is 
utilized. The streets and roads 
in and about the town are 
beautiful. The building of 
homes and laying out of the 
ways have been effected in 
such a manner as to compel 
admiration and call forth a 
desire to seek no further. A 
home-feeling is here induced 
by the cosy appearance of the 
smaller as well as the more 
imposing dwellings, nestling 
among semi-tropical verdure. 
It is indeed a spot to cause 
dull care to flee and leave the 
mind free to absorb with sat- 
isfaction the effect of such 
well-ordered beauty. 

Further south the hills step 
nearer to the bay and on the 
narrowed strip of flat land 
prosperous hamlets are strung 
out. Homes within vast en- 
closures are numerous, and 
all along the route to Menlo 
Park the various scenes are 
so imposing that it would be 
a difficult task, indeed—leay- 
ing the distance from San 
Francisco out of the question 
—to single out any one lo- 
cality that could rightly be 
preferred to another. 

The vicinity of the railway 
depot at San Mateo appears to 
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best advantage at about ten o’clock A.M., when the stage coach stands 
ready to convey passengers, who left the city at nine, to Spanish Town 
and Pescadero. With bright clatter of hoofs the conveyance sways grace- 
fully round the corners of the streets and soon passes out on the country 
road, at the juncture of which stands the ivy-covered church of St. Mat- 
thew, perhaps the prettiest of its kind. Following the meanderings of the 
San Mateo creek, the road passes into the hills, winding about among 
stately trees of every variety. Everything is picturesque. ‘The California 
laurel casts its deep shade near the stream. Groves of oaks, magnificent 
in growth, spread on both sides. Smaller cafions open here and there into 
the hills, displaying vistas of indescribable beauty alluring to the artist. 
Buckeye and maple stand within the natural lawns where browsing cattle 
testify by their sleek appearance to the abundance of sweet fodder. ‘The 
hills become more rugged, and precipitous rock walls rise beside the road, 
and climbing up the grade the scenery grows more wild. Chaparral here 
lays its dense cloak over the ground. ‘Trees stand out in lesser groups, 
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but the next dip brings us again among the ferns and flowers. So the 
journey proceeds, now in the shady groves, now among moss-covered rocks, 
steadily rising higher and higher, and after rounding aimountain to which 
the road seems to cling, the traveler looks down from the coach with per- 
haps a feeling of insecurity into the deep cafion which a short distance 
above has been dammed up to gather in a large lake the 30,000,000,000 
gallons of water that are stored here to provide water for San Francisco. 
The Crystal Springs Dam is 176 feet thick at its base and about 170 feet 
high. The lake, formed by the water shed from the surrounding mount- 
ains, measures about nine miles in length. Following and crossing the 
lake higher up, the road proceeds to the mountain ridge, and from there 
down toward the ocean. Now, winding in and out among the hills, a some- 
what different view lies before us. Deep downa green and widening valley 
is seen, and in the end the coach rattles into Spanish Town, typical, as its 
name implies, of Spanish life, adobe cottages, and the inimitable cadence 
of its people’s speech. 
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In this neighborhood are the gardens that supply San Francisco with 
vegetables. The long and even rows of green attract the eye rather 
pleasantly, giving somewhat the impression of lacework such as the 
Spanish excel in making by drawing linen threads after certain designs. 

It is quite surprising that such a beautiful county as this should as yet 
be so little known. ‘True, many from the city take an occasional outing in 
this direction, but comparatively few seem to take into account that they 
might be permanent sharers in what now comes to them only as an occa- 
sional treat. 

Burlingame, San Mateo, and other desirable places for homes are reached 
by frequent trains of the Southern Pacific Company in about as short a 
time as it takes to get to the other suburbs of the city across the bay. "The 
fares are reasonable, and the advantages to the resident no way inferior to 
those of other. localities. Churches, libraries, public and private schools, 
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commercial banks and business. enterprises of every description are 
flourishing. 

San Mateo county fronts upon the bay of San Francisco on the east, and 
upon the ocean on the west. ‘Two-thirds of its area is mountainous, the 
remainder level or rising into the foothills. In the southern portion of 
the county a forest of redwood spreads over a hundred thousand acres. 
Wheat, barley, beans, potatoes are produced in the western portion of the 
county, while vegetables, fruits and flowers are more particularly raised 
in the eastern part. Every kind of tree flourishes, and ferns and wild 
flowers are endless in their variety. 

Through the length of the county along the railroad from San Francisco 
are Colma, Baden, South San Francisco, San Bruno, Millbrae, Burling- 
ame, San Mateo, Belmont, San Carlos, Redwood City, Fair Oaks and Menlo 
Park. On the seacoast are Pescadero, Spanish Town (sometimes called 
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Half Moon Bay), and Amesport. Within the Sierra Morena mountains 
are Searsville, Woodside and La Honda. 

The temperature in the vicinity of San Mateo is remarkably even, the 
changes coming gradually asa rule, there being never a time of insuffer- 
able heat nor extreme cold. After the warmest day the night is pleasant 
and cool, as during the colder season the average temperature registered 
is still mostly comfortable. During the rainy season, which is by no 
means a dreary one, but rather refreshing through seeing nature taking on 
fresher tints, there is hardly a day when walking abroad would not be 
pleasant ; indeed one-half the rainfall occurs by night. 

i For those pursuing business in San Francisco and desirous of a suburban 
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residence, Burlingame, San Mateo anda few of the places furtherlsouth 
are ideally suitable to establish homes. The railway service is excellent, 
frequent trains running at convenient hours all through the day. There 
are no noisy industries to mar the idyllic character of the country or to 
disturb the rest needed to renew the forces expended in daily toil. 

Now, as to the practical advantages of the city of San Mateo: The bay 
of San Francisco is the central jewel in the crown of California. Half 
the population, half the wealth of the State, is contained in the nine 
counties fronting on it. Of these counties San Mateo is the only one ad- 
joining the city of San Francisco. All trains reaching the metropolis by 
land must pass through the city of San Mateo. 

It is the first place of importance reached after leaving San Francisco. 
By the Bay Shore line of the Southern Pacific, now soon to be completed, 
the distance to San Francisco will be reduced to fourteen miles, and the 
time to the Third and Townsend-street depot to twenty minutes. The time 
between the two points is now forty-five§minutes. 
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Forty trains a day from San Francisco now pass through the town, in- 
cluding the Overland Express and the Sunset Limited, and when the 
double-track Bay Shore route is completed, that number will be doubled. 
Monthly commutation tickets are sold at low rates, available for all, and 
in addition to these facilities for fast travel and traffic, an electric road, 
now building, will run trains every half hour to and from San Francisco. 

Before the railroad era and down to the present day, San Mateo has been 
the favorite home of the millionaires of California. The splendidly im- 
proved places of these men of wealth give to its surroundings a park-like 
appearance. ‘Those who know the natural beauties of the bay scenery, 
with its plains and foothills covered with groves of native trees, can 
imagine the scene of beauty it presents, improved by good taste, abundant 
means, and landscape gardening for the best effects. Nowhere in Cali- 
fornia, beautiful as many parts of it are, is there such a perfect picture of 
rural beauty as is shown by San Mateo, Burlingame, and the surrounding 
country, with its background of. mountains, picturesque foothills, and its 
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plains covered with fruits and flowers, sloping down to a white sand beach 
along the bay shore, inviting a plunge into its sea-salt waters.| 

These rare attractions available for so long a time only to the rich, are 
now by cheap and rapid transportation open to all. There are large villa 
tracts for those who can afford to improve them, and beautiful sites for 
less pretentious, but just as happy homes. All the rare advantages of a 
country home, with its rest, its quiet, and good influences, can be had 
within twenty minutes’ run from San Francisco, or soon to be brought 
within that time. 

But its natural advantages are not all it offers for an ideal home life. Its 
opportunities for the education of children beneath the sheltering arch of 
home are nowhere surpassed, or even equaled, by those of San Mateo. It 
has a splendid system of public schools, and an elegant building and high 
school in course of organization. ‘The St. Matthew’s and Belmont mili- 
tary school for boys, and St. Margaret’s School for the instruction and 
training of young ladies, are unsurpassed on the Pacific Coast, and Stan- 
ford University, but twelve miles away, is accessible at all hours of the 
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day by railway from San Mateo. It will thus be seen that education 
through all its gradations, from the public school, the preparatory school 
for young men and women, up to the highest grade of literary, scientific, 
and technical training at one of the great universities of the world, is 
close at hand and available to all in the beautiful suburban towns of San 
Mateo?and#Burlingame. 

But their advantages are cumulative, and it is hard to compass them in 
the brief space at our command. Among the most inviting features are 
the drives leading from San Mateo to all parts of the county. ‘The roads. 
are hard and free from dust. A near-by drive through San Mateo, Bur- 
lingame, and their surroundings is full of interest. The drive to Crystal 
Lake,{with glimpses of the bay en route, and that beautiful sheet of water 
at its terminus, the source of the water supply of San Francisco, is not 
only beautiful but instructive. Fora longer journey nothing can surpass 
the/drive to the redwoods, Half Moon Bay,and thence down the coast to 
Purissima, San Gregorio, Pescadero, and the Big Basin. The drive up 
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Pescadero creek to La Honda, through Woodside by way of the Cafiada 
del Raymundo to San Mateo, presents all the attractions peculiar to the 
scenery of California. It cannot be described in words nor compassed in 
a single or series of pictures. One who sees it can only be thankful that 
it has been given him to view nature in its most attractive form, and its 
most gorgeous dress of gold and green. 

The streets of San Mateo are well graded and macadamized. The slope 
from the town toward the bay gives it a perfect system of drainage. 
Burlingame and San Mateo will soon be a continuous city, surrounded by 
many attractive building sites on the higher lands or more level ground 
as may be desired. 

The Catholic church in San Mateo is an elegant.and costly structure. 
There is a Congregational church, and St. Matthew’s Episcopal church, as 
will be seen from the accompanying cut, is one of the most picturesque 
temples of worship on the Pacific Coast. The trees and semi-tropical 
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plants which surround it are an evidence of what may be done on a vacant 
lot in'a few years in this favored section. 

The business houses of the place are neat and up-to-date, and two excel- 
lent newspapers with first-rate postal telegraph and telephone facilities, 
keep the place in touch with the outside world. 

For reasons elsewhere given, the climate is remarkable, even for Cali- 
fornia. The sea fog passes it by on the other side, and its effects only are 
felt in San Mateo as a clear,’cool and sparkling atmosphere which envel- 
opes the slope upon which Burlingame and San Mateo are situated. There 
is no excessive heat or cold day or night throughout the year. ‘The subtle 
influence of that 'great conservator of climate, the ocean, just over the 
Santa Morena range, equalizes the climate. 

There is always something to interest in Burlingame and San Mateo. 
The golf links, polo grounds and hunting clubs, often enliven the prevail- 
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ing quiet of this beautiful section. It is out of the rush of city life, and 
yet upon the very verge of the metropolis of the Pacific Coast. For this 
reason there is no place in the State which offers such attractions for a 
home, with prospects forl a rapid advance in values, as Burlingame and 
San Mateo. 

For lack of space a further description of the advantages of San Mateo 
must be brought to a reluctant close. It is a land where the seeding time 
treads upon the heels of the harvest ; where the ripening of the olive ana 
citrus fruits overlaps the coming of the deciduous fruits of May. It is the 
natural home of the geranium, the rose, the heliotrope, the camelia, and 
other rare ornamental shrubs and flowers which bloom unprotected in 
winter gardens. Roses run riotjlin the trees, and unrestrained will cover 
the roof tree of a home. Ina few years a vacant lot can be made to bloom 
with fruits and flowers. It required the labor of Hercules to gather the 
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golden apples of the garden of the Hesperides. In San Mateo any one, in 
a few years, may gather such a harvest from his own domicile, with no 
more labor than is required to plant a tree and give it reasonable care for 
a few years. 

For further and full information address San’ Mateo Improvement Club. 
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